PYU STUCCO AT PAGAN

Pamieln Gutmain and Bob Hirdson

he relatively little-knosen Pyu culture of
central Burma was overtaken by the
Burmese trom the 10th or 11th centuries. This
was literally the case with struclure 996 at
Pagan, where an carlier Pyu consiruction has
been encased within a Burmese shrine dated
te around the 1L century (Pichard 1994:224).

A number of early stipes encased in later
stupas of the Pagan period are known,
although the age ef the earlier structures is
still a matter for speculation. Monument 996,
however, contains a wealth of material
linking the earlier struclure definitively with
Pyu culture, and thereby cenflirming Pyu
occupation in Pagan before the coming of the
Burmans. It also reveals mony shared
characteristics with (he later art ot the
Dvaravalti culture in Thailand.

Today 996 is called Paw-daw-mu (recently
uncovered) or Gu-byauk (decoraled}). The site
was partially cxcavated and conserved by
engineers from the Archacology Department
belween 1993 and 2002, but no analysis or
reporl was made. The authors have visited

=

the site on a number of occasions from 1995,
and Hudson was able to make plans and take
measurements alter the excavations had
ceased in 2003

The bases of both buildings are buried S0
centimetres below the present ground Jevel.
This can be measured because a tunnel dug by
treasure hunters on the north side goes
through and under both structures. The lower
torsos of brick Buddha images can just be scen
at ground level on tivo projections on the cast
side of the ouler shrine. Brick and shucco
Buddha images in caitya niches on the cutside
wall of the inner shrine would have been at a
religiously acceptable cye level height before
the surrounding area sas filled in. The upper
part of the irmer building has been exposed
and covered with a roof [or conservalion. The
exposed area has slumped heavily toward the
cost, along with its casing of later bricks,
suggesting that the molivation for constructing
the outer shrine over the inner one was not the
collapse of the earlier building, as both seem o
have cellapsed together. Of particular interest
arc the enitya or Xadu window motifs which

form part of the decoration of the outer
structure, motifs not known elsesvhere in
Pagan  architecture  but

architecture of the inner, earlier siructure. The

reflecting the

nner building is decorated with ornate stucco,
and has niches containing grey sandstone
Luddha images al what would originally have
been head height from the ground. The
remains of six of these images are stored on
site, and at least tive Temain in situ, partially
vigible through openings in the outer wall.

The most remarkable feature of the inner
structure s its {igurative and architectonic
slucco. While largely fragmentary and in poor
condilion, it is the best example of Pyu stucco in
Burma and rivals that of contemporary
Dvaravati sites in Thailand. The main intact
section, on the north side, comprises an omate
pediment enlivened with niches. The stucco
has been built up over a brick base, and would
have originally been painted with carth
pigments. A round niche at the top holds an
carth-touching Buddha, now unforlunately
somewhat broken, although it can be discerned
that it had an clegantly conceived face, with a
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long nose, slightly proiruding curved Jips and a
pert usiisa. The image is framed wvith a ving of
stylised lotus petals. Below the Buddha are
three niches, the outer two in the form of a
coitya arch with a head peering through a round
window frame, a common motil in the arl of
Gupta India and early Southeast Asja. Each is
surmounted and surrounded with vegetal
designs incorporating the lotus, The faces are
amazingly alive, the slanted eves, grinning lips
and curled  hair having  been  incised
masterfully. They slrengly resemble stucco
images from the late Dvaravati period, around
the late eighth or manth centuries. 'The central
niche is rectangular and holds o small

sandstone Buddha image, again with the right
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hand touching the earth. Fle sits on a throne
comprising the lower hall of an open lolus on a
stalk with sharply delineated leaves on either
side. The ingenious composition can also be
read as a kivlimukha (‘glory face’) head with
bulging eves and bared leeth, often lound
above entrances.

Broken from above the pediment is an
elaborate cobra or naga with bulging eyes and
tail wrapped around himself, and also within
a round niche with a lotus petal surround.
Pre-Indic mage cults are known to have existed
in Burma where the naga is associated with
the carth and the walers and it features in
both Buddhist and Hindu mythelegy, often as
a guardian of underground swealth and
keeper of Jite energy stored in the waters. This
15 one of the carliest depictions in the art of
Southeast Asia. In early Angkorean art the
niagit was o become a key lintel feature.

A group of unique crudely made demon
(Burmese bifi) heads were alse found during
the excavations, their provenance unfortunately
unrecorded. They are characterised by their
bulging eyes and madhy grinning mouths, some

with protuberant incised tecth. The backs of the
heads are smooth, indicating that they were not
atlached to the main structure, and they show
little or no sign of wealhering, We speculale that
these were placed around the foundations of the
inner shrine, facing oubwards in order to deter
evil spirits, in much the same way as later in the
Pagan period votive tablels were placed facing
outwards (e the sub-basements of shrines Lo
create a sanclified space.

There are indications that the southern side of
the structure was similarly decorated, as a
figure peering out of a round windew and other
ornamentation have been uncovered there.

While no analvsis of the stucce has yet been
underlake here or clsewhere in Burma, it can
be presumed that its manufacture was related
to the method used in Thailand during this
period and in Burma today. Made from
limestone heated over a long perind, it is
slaked svith water to form quicklime. When
this drics it forms calcium carbonate as il
reacls with carbon dioxide in the air. Te add
strenglh sand or gravel is often added. Tt
would appear that for the figures and meore
intricate floral work the stucco was hand-
formed from slabs of wel stucco, the finer
features such as eyes incised with a sharp
instrument.  Often  repeated  architectural
clements could be moulded. The inner layers
are usually made of course stucce with large
ageregates and the finer outer laver mixed
with smaller particles of sand and possibly
some kind of binding medium such as
vepelable or animal glue.

Apart frem the stucey, the inner shrine has a
number of interesting elements. Stamped and
linger-marked bricks connect it with the Pyu
site of Sriksetra, an important cenlre {rom
between the 4th and 10th centuries. One brick
is stamped wilh a lolus bud molif found at
the Kyaukkat-gon mound at Sriksetra (3),
while other motifs such as a horse and a
brahmani duck are also found. Fragments of
Buddha images made of lerracotta and
The facial

features of the sandstone images in particular

sandstone have been found.

show a close connection with Dearavati art. It
i= also apparent that somce architectural
fixiures have been glazed.
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some later Dvaravati images from U Thong
(Boisselier 1975 76), While the date of the
ouler structure can be dated (o the 11th
century, lhe inner does nol appear o be
earlier than arcund the 10U century.

Dr Pamela Gutman is an Honorary Associate,
Department of Art History and Theory, University
of Sydney, and Dr Bob Hudson is an Ausiralian
Research Council Postdoctoral Fellow, Department
of Archaeology, University of Sydney
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ALUMNI TRAVEL

EDUCATIONAL, CULTURAL AND SPECIAL INTEREST TOURS

We offer over 20 siudy tours eoch year, of which the lollowing
may be of interest to TAASA members,

EGYPT: FROM ALEXANDRIA TO ABU SIMBEL 03 — 25 JANUARY 2006
This is one of the most comprehensive tours of Egypt thot you will be able to find. It encompasses not
only the great monuments of the ancient Egyption world, such os the Pyramids of Giza ond the Sphin,
the gloties of Upper Egypt including the Temple of Karnak and the Valley of the Kings and Queens with
their many tombs ond lesser known funerary temples, o cruise down the Nile to Aswan and Abu Simbel,
but it also includes visits 1o the city of Alexandria with its new UNESCO - funded Library, ond the
evocglive Siwa Oasis, where Mlexander the Great may have first felt his connection with the Divine.
Then there is the colour and bustle of Islamic Coito with ifs Citode!, medievol Mosques and moze-like
¥han el-khalili Bozoor. Join Helen Nicholson on this amazing journey.

Tour price per person, twin share: $8,650

JAPAN: THROUGH THE TORII GATE (WEA) 01 - 18 APRIL 2006
This is our signature tour of Jopan, designed for those wha have never experienced what this emazing
clture hos to offer. And you visit Japan ot Cherry Blossom time, o time of the year so important fo

the Japanese and an expression of their culturol ethos. The cifies are g riot of colour, tradition, confusion
and technology; the countryside is enchanfing; the ort, architecture and cesthetics are pedfection in
simplicity; the lifestyle is on eclectic mix of tioditional manners and the advertising and technology-
driven anzes of today. All are Jopon. And vet all are secondary to the greatest enigma and delight

of them oll: its peaple. Join Simon Gentry on this teur,

Land Only price per persan, twin share: 55,850

HIGHLIGHTS OF VIET NAM 24 MARCH - 09 APRIL 2006
This 2 week tour includes the notionol copital Hanai, former seat of the French Governor or Inda-China
ond site of severol citadels of Vietnamese imperial dynsties, on the banks of the Red River. Cruise
ovemnight on Ha Long Bay, with its owe-inspiring karst formations rising out of the ocean, Mai Chou
with its hill tribe groups, and then fly to Hue, site of the impesiol capital of the 19th ¢. Diive over Hoi
Yon Poss 10 the trade port of Hoi An, the Cham Museum ond Danang. Canclude in Ho Chi Minh City,

the engine-room of the Vietnomese economy, with an exploration of the mossive rivers, the liftle bridged
conals ond the fruit orchards of the Mekang Delto. Tour leades is Rob Lovell.

Tour price per person, hwin share: §3,750

BUKHARA SILK & SPICE FESTIVAL 26 APRIL - 16 MAY 2006
(onvenor of TAASA's Textile Study Group, Dee Court leads o culturol exploration of Uzhekistan,
incorporating the annval Silk and Spice Festival in Bukhara. Sempla local culinary delights,

watch tightrope walkers and corpet weaving, and jein in or watch the folk donding in the sheets.

Also visiting Urgench, Khiva, Bukharo ond Semarkand:

Land Only price per person, hwin share: $5,690

CHINA: THE SILK ROUTE 13 - 29 SEPTEMBER 2006
Frem the Silk Route’s eastem terminus, Xi"An, we shall b trovelling norh-west by air, road ond rail,
looking o the remains of the cultures thot thrived by the Silk Route rade, the religions that sustoined
them, and the bleﬁrhruking country that was their home. An odded theme of this tour is the Nestorion
Christian tradition that expresses ikelf olong the journey, but which can be studied best in Quanzhau,
whete the Christian influence first made ils eppearance in the Eost. With Dr John Bardlay.

Lond Only price per person, twin share: 55,620

For a brochure on any of the above tours, or to be put on our mailing list to receive our quarterly newsletter Bon Voysge, please phone:
(02) 9290 3856 or 1300 799 887 {outside Sydney metrop.), fax: (02) 9290 3857, e-mail: robl@alumnitravel.com.av; www.alumnitravel.com.au






