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might have functioned at the location such as a temple or relic chamber where it ended
up.

An example of how individual sites may be re-surveyed and categorised can be
provided by the Myinbahu (Figure 3), which De Beylie reported on, but did not visit.”?
Pyu bricks form part of the platform of this large pagoda, which was modernised, that
is to say, a casing in the contemporary Burmese conical shape was put over the earlier
stupa, a few years before De Beylie’s visit. In the 1930s, a clearing of the debris round
the Myinbahu yielded hundreds of terracotta votives, a terracotta disc with Pyu
symbols and a now untraceable bronze Buddha image with an inscription consisting of
the opening phrase of the ‘Buddhist creed’, the ye-dhamma, in characters attributed to
the CE 300-500 Gupta period.” If the epigraphic dating is accurate, if the image was
part of an original reliquary deposit, and if the image was not an antique when it was
enshrined, then the original building should date to CE 300-500. The present
custodians of the site were unaware of this evidence of antiquity until our survey team
visited and presented them with extracts from the Archaeological survey of India report.
Today the Myinbahu is a centre for people who are serious about meditation: ‘no lazy
monks or lazy lay-people allowed on this mountain’ says a sign in the dining hall.

Conclusion

New data can often answer old questions, but at Sriksetra, it is also a matter of
replacing old questions with new ones. The drainage, walls and gates can no longer be
seen as the result of a single event of construction with a single motive, but as a system
evolving to meet changing community needs. The expanded periodisation of the city,
with evidence of activity both earlier and later than conventionally believed, calls for a
new and extended historical narrative that can reconcile the physical structure, the
architecture, the art history and the inscriptional and other documentary evidence.
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